BMP: Used Oil Recycling

UOR

APPLICATIONS
⌧ Manufacturing
⌧ Material Handling
⌧ Vehicle Maintenance
⌧ Construction
⌧ Commercial Activities
Roadways
⌧ Waste Containment
⌧ Housekeeping Practices

DESCRIPTION:
Used motor oil is a hazardous waste because it contains heavy metals picked up from the
engine during use. Since it is toxic to humans, wildlife, and plants, it should be disposed of at a
local recycling or disposal facility or by contracting with an outside firm specializing in recycling
or disposing of this material.

APPROACH:

When establishing oil recycling programs, municipalities should provide the public with the
proper informational resources.
The public can also call 1-800-RECYCLE or contact Earth's 911 at www.1800cleanup.org/ for
more information.
Municipalities also need to address oil filter recycling in their recycling programs.
To make recycling motor oil more convenient for the do-it-yourselfers, oil recycling
programs should be located throughout all communities.
Two types of programs currently in use are drop-off locations and curbside collection.
Drop-off locations include service stations, recycling centers, auto parts retail stores, quick
lubes, and landfills.

LIMITATIONS:
If oil is mixed with other substances or if storage containers have residues of other
substances, this can contaminate oil and make it a hazardous waste.
It is often difficult to effectively educate the public and convince them of the importance
of recycling oil. This limitation can be addressed if municipalities include recycling
information in utility bill inserts, newspaper ads, and mailings.

MAINTENANCE:
Costs for used motor oil recycling programs vary depending on whether a community has
already established similar types of recycling programs.
Major costs associated with oil recycling programs include advertisement costs and oil
collection costs.
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TARGETED POLLUTANTS
Sediment
Nutrients
Heavy Metals
Toxic Materials
Oxygen Demanding Substances
Oil & Grease
Floatable Materials
Bacteria & Viruses

High Impact

⌧ Medium Impact
Low or Unknown Impact

IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS
⌧ Capital Costs
⌧ O&M Costs
⌧ Maintenance
Training
High
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⌧ Medium

Low

