
 

Mark Coddington 
 

801-763-3050 

Let’s keep leaves out of our 

gutters and storm drain. 

Although leaves seem “natural” and harmless, 

excess leaves pose a threat to our rivers, streams 

and lake water quality.  Leaves in the curb and 

gutters are washed down storm drains and 

ditches and into nearby rivers and streams when 

it rains.  Once they get into the water and begin 

to decay, leaves release nutrients contributing to 

excess algae in the lakes, making water recreation 

a less than pleasant experience.  Even if the leaves 

themselves  don’t move, rain seeping through leaf 

piles and leaves crushed by car tires make a rich 

“nutrient tee” that flows along the curb into the 

storm drains. 

American Fork City water quality’s continuing 

public education efforts urges residents to keep 

leaves out of the curb and gutters and offers alter-

natives to raking them to the curb by: 

1. Composting leaves for a nutrient-rich fertilizer 

for our gardens or till them directly into your 

garden. 

2. Chopping the leaves with your lawnmower 

into small particles that will decompose directly 

into your lawn. 

3. Raking leaves and collecting them at the edge 

of the street—but not in the curb and gutter or 

ditches.  Make sure to sweep or rake leaves so 

they don’t get washed down the storm drain.  

Wet the leaves down or cover the leaves with a 

tarp or bag to prevent them from  blowing into 

the gutters. 
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Protecting our   

water resources 

Storm Water 
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Don’t 

Do 

Dump material or 

debris on sidewalk, 

curb and gutter or 

roadway 

Sweep to remove 

excess material and 

not wash it down 

the drain. 
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What is Storm Water 

What is Storm Water? 

Storm water is water from rain, snow, sleet, or hail that 

flows across the ground and pavement or when snow 

and ice melt.  The water seeps into the ground or drains 

into what we call the storm drain system.  These are the 

drains you see at street corners, catch basins, detention/

retention basins, irrigation canals, creeks and the Ameri-

can Fork River.  Collectively, the draining water is 

called storm water runoff and is a concern in all areas of 

American Fork including residential, commercial, indus-

trial and roadway areas of unincorporated portions of 

our City. 

Why is this program necessary? 

According to the United States Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (U.S. EPA), 40 percent of our nation’s wa-

terways remain polluted and storm water runoff is a 

leading source.   

Storm water pollution can occur when it rains, or as oil, 

salt, litter, soil, fertilizer and pesticides are washed into 

nearby street drains.  Most of these drains empty di-

rectly into the streams and rivers that we use for fishing, 

swimming and boating, and result in unusable and  

polluted waterways. 

When it rains, it drains 

 

Everyday 

Pollutants 

Floatables:  Floatables are pieces of litter in the water.  

They may be contaminated with toxic chemicals and 

bacteria.  Floatables are also an eyesore in our water-

ways.  Commonly observed floatables include cigarettes, 

plastic containers, wrappers and cans.  Floatables such as 

these are generally the result of careless handling prac-

tices or littering. 

Sediment: Sediment can be harmful to aquatic life 

(plants, fish and other animals that live in lakes and 

streams). Sediments can carry chemicals that are toxic 

and that cause the oxygen in water to be used up.    

Sediment covers the bottoms of streams, harming the 

habitat needed by aquatic insects and plants.  Sediment 

generally is the result of soil erosion from lawns, hill-

sides, gardening/landscaping activities.  Large amounts of 

sediment can reduce the capacity of streams to carry 

storm runoff, thus necessitating expending tax dollars for 

maintenance of the system. 

Oil & Grease:  Petroleum products (gasoline, oil and 

grease) may be toxic to aquatic life, even in small 

amounts. Oil and grease in storm drains can generally be 

traced to automotive leaks and spills or improper dis-

posal of used oil an automotive products into storm 

drains. 

Pesticides, Herbicides and Fertilizers: Excess 

amounts of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers applied 

to yards, lawns and greenways are washed into streams 

during rainfall events.  These chemicals can cause in-

creased algae growth and toxicity to organisms. 

Metals: Metals such as lead, zinc, mercury, copper and cadmium 

in water can be toxic to humans, aquatic life and other animals 

that drink the water.  Metals come from vehicle exhaust, weath-

ered paint, metal plating, tires and motor oil.   

Toxic Substances: Gasoline, household products, and paint 

thinner are examples of toxic substances.  These substances can 

deplete oxygen in waterways and cause toxic effects in living or-

ganisms.  Potential pollutants that may be present in residential 

areas, business and construction sites are listed below.        

Residential:   Pet waste, vehicle fluids (oil, gas, antifreeze), paint, 

pesticides, solvents, batteries, hazardous wastes, grass clippings, 

tree trimmings, leaves, street litter, soap from car washing.        

Businesses:   Fuel, soap from equipment washing, waste process 

water, hazardous liquids.     

Construction:   Sediment, wash water from concrete mixers, used 

oils and solvents, landscaping materials (trees, shrubs, soil addi-

tives), vehicle fluids (oil, gas and antifreeze). 

Best Management Practices 

Best Management Practices, or BMP’s, are things  that can be done 

to minimize the amount of pollutants that enter storm water and 

reach the American Fork River and Utah Lake.  BMP’s include, 

among others, activities that individuals can do. 

Do Your Part 

Clean up after your pet                                        

Clean up spills immediately                                     

Fertilize only your yard, not your driveway or sidewalk          

Wash your car on the lawn or at a commercial car wash         

Sweep your driveway and sidewalk, don’t hose them down       

Dispose of old paint, pesticides, solvents and batteries      

appropriately                                                  

Compost yard waste such as grass clippings, tree trimmings 

and leaves 


	Mark Coddington

	801-763-3050

	Let’s keep leaves out of our gutters and storm drain.

	American Fork City

	Storm Water

	What is Storm Water

	When it rains, it drains



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



